COLLEGE SQUARE SPEECH

rebellion. The contrary is the truth. We are showing
the people of this country in passive resistance the
only way in which they can satisfy their legitimate
aspiration without breaking the law and without
resorting to violence. This is the only way we can
find to co-operate in maintaining peace and order.
The co-operation \ve expect from the Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal and from the Government of this
country in return is that they will respect the primary
rights of the people of this country, they will respect
the right of public meeting and the right of a free
Press and the right of free association. If they co-
operate so far then we can assure them that this move-
ment will advance on peaceful lines and the thing
which troubles them will cease for ever. But the L-G.
says that measures will be passed which will observe
no nice discrimination between the innocent and the
guilty. A more cynical statement has seldom issued
from a ruler in the position of Sir Edward Baker.
If the threat is carried out, who will be the gainers?
I do not deny that it may for a time stop our public
activities. It may force the school of peaceful self-
development and passive resistance to desist for a
while from its activities at least in their present form.
But who will gain by it? Not the Government, neither
Mr, Gokhale and his school of passive co-operation.
It is the very terrorists, the very anarchists, whom you
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